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Since I have mentioned the word enemies, I must explain myself so far as to acquaint my reader that I mean only the insignificant party zealots on both sides; men"of such poor narrow souls, that they are not capable of thinking on anything but with an eye to Whig or Tory. During the course of this paper I have been accused by these despicable wretches of trimming, time-serving, personal reflection, seere-t satire, and the like. Now, though in these my compositions it is visible to any reader of common sense that I consider nothing but my subject, which is. always of an indifferent nature, how is it possible for me to write BO clear of party, as not to lie open to the censures of those who will be applying every sentence, and finding out persons and things in ft which it has no regard to?
Several paltry scribblers and cleclaimers have done me the honour to bo dull upon me in reflectionw of this nature; but notwithstanding my name has boon sometimes traduced by this contemptible tribe of men, I have hitherto avoided all animadversions upon 'em. The truth of it is, I am afraid of making thorn appear considerable by taking notice of them, for they are like those imperceptible insects which are discovered by the microscope, and cannot be made the subject of observation, without being magnified.
Having mentioned those few who have shown themselves the enemies* of thin paper, I should be very ungrateful to the public, did not I at the same time testify my gratitude to those who are its friends, in which number I may reckon many of the most distinguished persons of nil conditions, parties, and professions in the isle of Great Britain. I am not so vain m to think this approbation is so much due to the performance as to the design. There is, and ever will be, justice enough in the world, to afford patronage and protection for those who endeavour to advance truth and virtue, without regard to the passions and prejudices of any particular cause or